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From the Commodore 
 

The weather ógodsô were kind this summer and 

the late season hurricane Irene scooted by 

York Harbor without any real damage.  As the Commodore, 

I enjoy talking with the visiting yachtsmen that are sailing or 

motoring up the coast of Maine.   One visitor this summer 

was this mega yacht óEndless Summerô (below) from 

Boston that was 124 feet in length.  You can see the AYC 

clubhouse at the stern to appreciate the size.  We all 

remarked on how the captain could possibly make that turn 

in the channel, and that this was the largest yacht to visit 

York Harbor.   I recently found this image below of JP 

Morganôs óCorsairô that was visiting York Harbor in 1890 

and it was 241 feet in length ï almost twice the size (bow-

thrusters were not an available option in 1890)!!  From 

mega yachts to humble Optiôs our club remains strong and 

growing. I encourage your participation to keep it vibrant! 

 

 
York Harbor 2011 ς ! άƳŜƎŀ ȅŀŎƘǘέ from Boston  

 

 
 

 
York Harbor 1890 ς Wt aƻǊƎŀƴΩǎ Ψ/ƻǊǎŀƛǊΩ  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Award Winners in 2011 
 

 
Grace Gear ς John Finley III Award  

 

2011 saw many new óup and comersô take the silver, 

presenting challenges to some of our more seasoned 

sailorséand even their older siblings.    

 

¶ Robert G. Fuller - Beginners -  Samantha Maynard 

¶ John Finley III - Beginners II - Grace Gear 

¶ Moreene - Intermediate - Madi Lavign 

¶ Fergus Reed - Advance - Jess Young 

¶ Opti Regatta (Jul) - Katherine Bertolini & Bryce Morales 

¶ Opti Regatta (Aug) ï Ben Northrop & Elliott Gear 

¶ Nomad Award for Racing - Cullen LaPointe 

¶ Caroline Marshall Sportsmanship Award - Nicole Busa 

¶ Race to the Nubble  - Skipper Seamus Reynolds 

¶ Michael Ciancetta Memberôs Award ï Cyndy Busa 
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Ala Reid Honored 
 

Ala Reid was honored at our end of the summer dinner at 

the YHRR for her ólifetimeô contributions and support to 

AYC.  She has been active in the leadership of the club on 

the board, made financial loans to the club and helped 

AYC get their 501C non-profit status. She has children and 

grandchildren that have continued the legacy of 

contribution to the success of the club. Look around at any 

AYC event and you will always see Ala there!   
 

 
 

Behind the scenes 
 

Many club members volunteer their time behind the scenes 

to make the club work.  Cyndy Busa and Donna Whitman 

have grabbed hold of the AYC merchandise and are 

introducing new styles.  Holly Grimes is our new  

bookkeeper and is keeping us all honest and out of 

financial trouble.  Joan Jarvis performs her magic by 

receiving and reviewing the AYC membership and sailing 

applications in the spring, depositing the funds, and 

coordinating many of the expense issues.  Michelle 

Bertolini has become one of our óaceô photographers, 

capturing the memories of the summer ï many of which 

are in this letter.  Jack Tracksler continued in the Dock 

Master role, or ñDockboyò as he likes to call it and handles 

the registrations of the club boats, mooring permits, trailer 

registrations, annual docking agreements, and manages 

the docking wait list.  Jay Chen is always willing to haul the 

J22ôs with his red pickup truck and meet with the 

Commodore at 5am for morning consultations on the state 

of the world.   Mary Nolan again kept the clubhouse 

ógreenô with the flower plantings in the window boxes and 

dock planters.  A special thanks to Peter Saliba who 

worked with Cory Ransom and the AYC Race Team to 

help guide and coach them through the many traveling 

sailing events this summer. 
 

Sailing & Racing Staff 
 

We had an outstanding staff this past summer and they 

worked extremely well as a team, covering for each other 

when help was required.  We increased the number of 

Instructors-In-Training this summer to accommodate the 

larger class size, and to ensure new instructors are being 

developed. 

 

 
 

The sailing and racing staff for 2011: 

 

¶ Michael Harris - AYC Club Program Director   

¶ Casey Williams ï Special & Guest Instructor 

¶ Cory Ransom ï Race Coach 

¶ Ella Koeze- Instructor 

¶ Morgan LaPointe - Instructor 

¶ John Reinhardt ï Instructor 

¶ Henry Young ï Instructor 

¶ Katie Peter - Dockmaster 

¶ Natalie Peter - Dockmaster 

¶ Liam Boyle - Dockmaster 

¶ Nicole Busa - Instructor in Training 

¶ Eric Morrison - Instructor in Training 
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¶ Terrance OôBrien ï Instructor-In-Training 

¶ Cullen Lapointe ï Instructor-In-Training 

 

AYC Race Team 
 

 
 

This summer the AYC race team had a long season of 

competitive sailing that kept them on the move.  Starting off 

with the Junior Olympics in Portland and moving on to 

some tougher competition at Marblehead and further onto 

Bucks Harbor for the state championships where AYC hit 

its peak of the season.  Traveling with upwards of 12 boats 

to regattas including Lasers, 420's and Opti's, AYC was 

making a presence at all levels of Junior racing. Through 

the summer AYC made a great name for ourselves with 

sportsmenship, competitiveness and improvements behind 

coach Cory Ransom.  With great wind provided to us all 

summer long our team was able to bond together to 

become a strong group of sailors.  Needless to say 

everyone came off the water with smiles one way or 

another and will be ready to attack it next season.   
 

AYC Events 
 

Beyond the regular Junior Sailing classes, AYC held a 

number of membership events including participation 

in the ñFiremanôs Feastò with the YHRR.  We continue 

to offer Adult Sailing Clinics in the J-22ôs, and our 

Guest Instructor, Casey Williams led a number of 

special programs for the 420ôs and Lasers. 

 

 
AYC Open House and cruise in the Husky 

 

Our July and August Opti Regatta series were a big hit, 

and filled to capacity in spite of threatening skies. 

 

 
July Opti Regatta ς άRounding the markέ 

 
άDŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎέ 

 

The AYC Adult J22 clinics continue to be well attended as 

more adults get back into sailing to join their kids.  Our 

destination race to Brave Boat Harbor for a picnic lunch 

was a great success, as well as our end of the season 

Nubble Race. 


